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Southern Recreation 
Surfacing Services

Comparison Costs for an 1,800 SF Playground

Established 1985

Our surfacing products are quoted turnkey and typically include the following:

Excavation to needed sub grade & disposal of cut material

Compacted stone sub base 

Under drainage when needed 

Perimeter sub border or nailer 

Installation of surfacing products 

All necessary site cleanup and disposal of trash

All workmanship and surfacing are warranted

$3,000.00

$6,800.00

$21,500.00 

$27,000.00 

Playground Mulch at 12” Compacted Depth 

Loose Rubber Mulch at 5” depth 

Poured-in-Place Rubber at 2” Thickness

Synthetic Turf with Rubber Base 

*prices shown are with installation and are approximations*
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Playground Mulch (EWF)

Engineered wood fiber is a popular choice for budget conscious 

playgrounds and will require on-going maintenance and occasional 

topping off during its lifetime. This maintenance will help to maintain 

the recommended compacted material depth, thus keeping the surface 

compliant with applicable standards and warranty. 

Wood fiber is non-toxic and does not contain paint, chemicals, or 

additives. It contains minimal bark and is free of twigs, leaf debris, and 

other organic material

overview

helpful facts

Initial Price

Annual Cost

Maintenance

Longevity

Warranty

$

$$

Monthly

2-3 years

n/a

Use wear mats to reduce 

displacement in “kick out” 

areas such as underneath 

swings and the bottom of 

slides.
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Loose Filled Rubber Mulch

Loose filled rubber mulch is made from 100% recycled rubber and is the 

perfect ground cover for playgrounds and play areas. Rubber  mulch is 

rated as the safest ground cover on the market and also provides superior 

drainage and minimizes dust, keeping children clean while at play. 

Rubber mulch is five times heavier than wood mulches and will not float, 

absorb water, or erode during heavy rain and flooding. Rubber mulch 

does not attract termites, carpenter ants or other harmful insects.

overview

helpful facts

Initial Price

Annual Cost

Maintenance

Longevity

Warranty

$$

$

annual

10+ years

12 year color fade

Our loose rubber mulch is 

ADA compliant

Rubber will not breakdown 

over time or fade in color

Wear mats are recommended 

for base of slides and  

beneath swings 

16’ critical fall height protection at a 6” depth

12’ critical fall height protection at a 5” depth

10’ critical fall height protection at a 4” depth
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Poured-in-Place (PIP) Rubber

Poured-in-Place Surfaces provide durable critical fall protection 

for children’s playgrounds, “trike tracks,” pool decks and water play 

areas; they are also ideal for walking tracks and fitness trails. ASTM, 

CPSC and ADA compliant, Poured-In-Place surfaces can be designed 

and poured in wonderful combinations of patterns and graphics that 

cannot be achieved using square tiles. Recommended to be installed 

only by professionals, a choice of Poured-in-Place surfacing allows 

limitless design freedom.

overview

helpful facts
24 colors available

Initial Price

Annual Cost

Maintenance

Longevity

Warranty

$$$$

$

minimal

15+ years

 3 years

The most cost-effective 

selections for PIP include 

50% black and 50% of 

a selected color. Adding 

multiple colors or 100% color 

will affect the total cost.
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Synthetic Turf

Turf is an engineered grass product designed to bring the look of real 

grass to your environment. Unlike real grass, however, it offers height 

appropriate impact attenuation and provides the appearance of a 

beautiful lawn that never needs mowing! 

Your turf will be laid over a cushion pad to provide drainage and fall 

attenuation properties up to 12’. After the turf layer is installed, the 

infill is worked into the blades to discourage flattening. 

Properly installed, it offers adequate drainage, great impact 

attenuation, long wear, and ADA accessibility in playground 

applications.

overview

helpful facts

Initial Price

Annual Cost

Maintenance

Longevity

Warranty

$$$$

$

Annual

15+ years

 3 years

Turf is typically a cooler 

surfacing choice 

Finished product mimics  

grass for a more natural look 

Turf can include inlaid  

striping for various sports
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Surfacing Portfolio


